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St Peter’s Church of England – who to contact? 
 

Vicar: Reverend Nick Devenish 36261 

 
You can also contact the church through the website 

 

Pastoral Visitor: Judith Slater 36361 
 

www.stpetersfieldbroughton.org.uk 

Easter Celebra%ons: We were 

especially delighted this Easter 

to see so many at our services. 

With 28 on Palm Sunday and 

over 60 on Easter Day, we are 

encouraged to see our church 

successfully reaching out to the 

community. (No room for com-

placency though!) Thanks to Judith and her helpers for another beau%ful 

Easter Garden. If you look closely you can see the three crosses on the 

right and the empty tomb on the le4. (Looks even be6er in colour!) 

A reminder of those being remembered 2017-2018: 

Benson, Timothy (November 12th) Pa:nson, John (May 13th) 

Churchman, John (December 10th) Pearson, John (June 10th) 

Hutchinson, Robert G (January 14th) Preston, Thomas (July 8th) 

Jackson, Thomas (February 11th) Rawlinson, William Gray (Aug 12th) 

Keenan, Henry (March 11th) Shread, Herbert (September 9th) 

Newsham, Richard Edgar (April 8th) Wilkin, Frank (October 14th) 

We are keen for those with family connec%ons to get involved. Please contact us! 

For Your Diary — Future Services @ St Peter’s and Community Events: 

Corpus Chris%:  Thursday 31st May. A special Eucharist service held in the evening.  

St Peter’s Day: A joint service with Finsthwaite Church in the evening on Friday 29th 

June. There will be a barbecue and tours up the tower on Sat 30th in the a4ernoon. 
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From the Vicarage  

The Incredulity of Thomas 

 After Easter the Christian story does not lose any of its intensity as those 

close to Jesus dare to believe that he is alive. Has death been overturned? 

 Not all were persuaded.  Thomas one of the disciples found it incredibly diffi-

cult to believe that Jesus has been raised from the dead. He did not believe the 

testimony of his fellow disciples. 

 In Giovanni Battista painting The Incredulity of St Thomas Jesus is standing 

in the centre of the painting facing outwards towards the viewer.  The disciples, 

except for Thomas, are behind Jesus and facing in the same direction towards 

those that are looking on. Thomas is standing to the left of centre and is facing 

Jesus.  Thomas has his back to those looking on. Thomas questions Jesus. He is 

able to touch him and decide for himself where he stands on the question as to 

who Jesus is.  Thomas changes from one position to another and believes.  

Thomas proclaims Jesus as ‘Lord and God’. 

 Thomas now changes his position and joins the disciples facing in the same 

direction as they are with Jesus.  Jesus and all the disciples are now facing in the 

same way.  Disciples united in their belief that Jesus is The Lord and Messiah. 
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Maintaining an Anglican presence since 1724 
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What’s been happening in the Parish? 

Epiphany Lunch: It seems a long %me ago now, but at the beginning of 

January we celebrated Epiphany with a lunch in the Parish Rooms. As you 

can see from the photo, the event was well a6ended and much appreci-

ated. As always many thanks to those who prepared and served the food, 

and decorated the table se:ngs, and cleared up a4erwards! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mothering Sunday: In days gone by, people returned to their mother 

church for a service to be held on Laetare Sunday; one’s ‘mother church’ 

was the church where one was bap%sed, or the local parish church. To 

return like this was to go ‘a-mothering’. Mothering Sunday became a day 

when domes%c servants were given a day off. It was o4en the only %me 

that whole families could gather together, since on other days they were 

prevented by conflic%ng working hours, and servants were not given free 

days on other occasions. Mothering Sunday has become one of our most 

popular  ‘special services’ in the year. The daffodils usually oblige by com-

ing out just in %me for the posies which are distributed. 

 This for me is a pivotal question for all of humanity - where do we stand?  Are 

we able to proclaim, as Thomas did, that Jesus is Lord?  Do we stand with 

Thomas, believing? Or are we standing somewhere else?  Are we in the picture 

at all? 

 We live in the post Easter era.  A consequence for all of humanity is to con-

sider the question – Where do we stand as to who Jesus is? 

 Thank you for reading.  Blessings to you at this Easter time. 

                  Nick Devenish. 
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Moving Mountains: From 8th to 11th March many churches from differ-

ent denomina%ons in the Carlisle Diocese took part in numerous ac%vi-

%es under the banner— Moving Mountains. At St Peter’s we held a spe-

cial tea and members of the congrega%on shared the stories of their 

‘faith journeys’. We were especially please to welcome the Archdeacon, 

Vernon Ross, who came to support us and share some insights into his 

own faith journey. A big thank you too to Russ Bate who sang for us as a 

curtain raiser. 

Parish Walk: This year the walk 

took place on 24th March. About  

20 par%cipants set off from 

Broughton Bank and enjoyed 

wonderful weather and fabulous 

views. The walk is about 15 miles, 

and The Crown at High Newton, 

provides a convenient half-way 

res%ng place for lunch and other 

refreshments – not to men%on an 

excuse for those who feel able to complete only half the walk! This tradi-

%on had an important purpose in the past: Knowledge of parish limits 

needed to be handed down so it was known who was responsible for 

church repairs, and who had the right to be buried within the church-

yard. Today, the main purpose is building community rela%onships, and 

showing that the church is s%ll an important part of the social fabric. 


